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Adaptive * Ready * Resilient 



• Develops and provides technical tools and 
skill-building opportunities to local 
communities to help incorporate coastal 
hazards into local policies and programs 

• CoastSmart Communities Scorecard 
• CoastSmart Online Resource Center 
• Maryland’s Coastal Atlas  
• Informational factsheets 
• CoastSmart Trainings 
 

• Provides financial support to local 
communities to help offset the cost of 
incorporating coastal hazards into 
planning efforts 

• CoastSmart Communities Initiative 
 
 

CoastSmart Communities Program 



Components of CoastSmart 

• Coastal Hazard Identification and 
Mapping  

• Information, Training and Technical 
Assistance 

• Grants to Local Governments  



Identifying Coastal Hazards 



Online Resource Center 





Planning for Coastal Hazards 



CoastSmart Communities Initiative  

• Provides financial and technical support 
to municipal and county governments to 
incorporate coastal hazard and climate 
change resiliency into local planning and 
policies 
• Since the initiative first began in 2008, the 

Maryland Coastal Management Program has 
awarded over $500,000 to support projects in 
over 9 of its 114 coastal communities. 

• Often allows a community to address required 
planning activities while incorporating coastal 
hazard considerations 

• Can help increase the resilience of a community 
and reduce the long-term exposure to coastal 
hazard risks 
 

• Reviewing 2013-2014 project proposals 



CoastSmart Communities Initiative  

• Potential projects: 
– Update flood ordinances, building 

codes 
– Update hazard mitigation, 

comprehensive & Critical Areas  
– Update Capital Improvement 

Project plans 
– Apply to Community Rating 

System 
– Adopt a Sea Level Rise Overlay 

District 



Current Projects 
• Talbot County: Creating Flood Resilience in Talbot County (Started 9/10/10) 

– Update and adopt new Floodplain regulations and adopted new FEMA Floodplain Maps  
– Conduct public outreach to pursue adoption of  county hazard mitigation plan 
– Apply to FEMA’s Community Rating System (CRS) Program 
   

• Queen Anne’s County: Queen Anne's Coastal Resources and Floodplain Management 
(Started 10/1/12) 

– Develop and adopt a new Chapter 14:3 Floodplain Ordinance 
– Identify repetitive loss properties and create mitigation strategies to reduce the exposure 

of  coastal infrastructure in high hazard areas 
– Establish a community dialogue via public meeting(s). 
   

• Baltimore City: Creating a Ready and Resilient Baltimore City (Started 11/15/12) 
– Develop and implement an integrated All-Hazards Mitigation Plan, floodplain mapping, 

and Adaptation Plan program  
– Complete a Climate Adaption Plan (CAP) to be adopted by the Planning Commission as 

an official Appendix to the AHMP 
   

• Calvert County: Enhancing Coastal Protection in Calvert County (Started 1/1/13) 
– Develop and adopt a special area flood management plan for the Cove Point Community  
– Adopt Zoning Ordinance amendments (developed during a previous project period) 
– Adopt the County’s Shoreline Development and Protection Plan 
– Apply FEMA's CRS program 

 



So… 

Adaptive * Ready * Resilient 



 
Kate Skaggs     

kskaggs@dnr.state.md.us 
(410) 260-8743 

 
 

http://dnr.maryland.gov/CoastSmart/  
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